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1. Introduction 
 

IRD Duhallow has been selected by the Dept. of Agriculture, Food and the Marine (DAFM) to 

implement a new €1.47 million European Innovation Partnership for Agriculture Productivity and 

Sustainability (EIP-Agri).  The scheme is co- funded by the Department of Agriculture, Food and the 

Marine and the European Union under the Rural Development Programme, 2014-2020. IRD Duhallow, 

with the support of the management and a team of scientists, will lead a specialist steering committee. 

The five-year project is entitled Duhallow Farming for Blue Dot Catchments. The catchment in question 

is included in the River Blackwater Special Area of Conservation (Site code 002170). The site is an SAC 

selected for the habitats and/or species listed on Annex I/II of the European Union Habitats Directive 

including Alluvial Forests, Freshwater Pearl Mussel (Margarifera margarifera), Atlantic Salmon (Salmo 

salar), Otter (Lutra lutra) and Brook/River Lamprey (Lampreta spp.). The project area will be located 

in the Allow catchment, which is a high status objective catchment and a priority area for action under 

the River Basin Management Plan (RBMP) for Ireland.  

‘Blue Dot Catchments’ are those with an objective to achieve and maintain high ecological status in 

line with the River Basin Management Plan for Ireland. In North Cork, the River Allow and its tributaries 

including the Dalua and Owenanare is a high status objective catchment. The catchment is also 

designated as a Special Area of Conservation for a variety of freshwater habitats and species, including 

Atlantic salmon, otter, lamprey and freshwater pearl mussel. In addition to being of high nature value, 

the catchment supports a diverse array of farming activities, containing highly productive pasture in 

the lower catchment, with more marginal agriculture and forestry dominating in parts of the upper 

catchment. Livestock in the catchment mainly consists of dairy and beef herds, as well as some sheep 

and equestrian enterprises.  

In recent years a gradual decline in the ecological status of the catchment has been observed, because 

of deteriorating water quality. The main threats and pressures on the catchment include wastewater 

(industrial and domestic), forestry and agriculture. There thus are many challenges and responsibilities 

associated with farming in High Status catchments. The Duhallow Farming for Blue Dot Catchments 

project aims to support the local farming community in rising to these challenges by pioneering a 
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results based payment scheme which reflects actions taken by landowners to protect and restore the 

freshwater environment. The project will encourage economic growth in the region, providing a 

source of income to farm families who farm in a manner that preserves river ecosystems. 

 

1.1 Project Geographical Area 
 

The Duhallow Farming for Blue dot Catchments EIP is a voluntary Agri-environmental project open to 

farmers in the Allow River Catchment (see fig 1). The catchment is predominantly a rural hinterland in 

North West Cork with the market towns of Newmarket and Kanturk the primary urban areas. The 

Allow Catchment comprises of several rivers spanning from Taur in the West to Meelin in the North 

and Freemount in the east. The main river channels include the Allow, Owenanare and Dalua along 

with the tributaries Glashwee, Owenkeel and Glenlara.  

 

Figure 1 Project Geographical Area 

2. Project Team  
 

IRD Duhallow is implementing the Duhallow Farming for Blue Dot Catchments Project EIP. The 

organisational structure of the group is outlined in Figure 2. The Project will be embedded in the 

existing management and reporting structure of IRD Duhallow, ensuring efficient and robust 

Freemount 

Kanturk 

Newmarket 

Meelin 

OWENANARE  

 ALLOW 

DALUA 
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governance, protocol and quality assurance.  IRD Duhallow is a company limited by guarantee (CRO 

176369), with charitable status (CHY 11039) which was established in 1989 to address the social, 

economic, cultural and environmental needs of the North Cork/East Kerry region. IRD Duhallow has a 

30 year, unblemished, record in the delivery of exchequer and EU-funded programmes, to a combined 

value of over €60million. It is governed by a board of 23 voluntary members including local community 

representatives along with state, local government and social partner nominees. A range of 

committed, efficient and inclusive working groups (including the Environment Working Group) guide 

and inform the work of the board. As a programme being led by IRD Duhallow the Allow Project will 

report to both the Environment Working Group and the Board of Directors through the existing 

management structures.  

IRD Duhallow is located in the James O’Keeffe Institute, Newmarket, Co. Cork  

Lead Partner 

Maura Walsh (CEO IRD Duhallow) 

The lead partner is the person nominated by the Operational Group to lead the project. The lead 

partner has responsibility for project implementation and the designation and coordination of the 

project team, management of the project budget and allocation of financial resources. She will ensure 

good governance, transparency, sound financial management, data protection and accountability to 

stakeholders. 

Senior Management 

Eileen Linehan (IRD Duhallow) 

Project staff will report to the senior manager. As deputy to the CEO of IRD Duhallow, she will manage, 

supervise and provide oversight of the project and its staff. 

Scientific Officers 

Dr Darren Reidy (IRD Duhallow) & Dr Allan Mee  

The project scientists will be responsible for the day to day implementation of the project and manage 

the technical aspects of the project. This will include: 

• Identification & recruitment of project farms. 

• Appropriate assessments & licensing. 

• Farm assessments & results based measures. 

• Scientific data collection, monitoring & reporting. 

• Scientific advice & training. 
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Agri-Specialist 

Michael Morrissey 

The specialist will have a strong background in agriculture, farm planning and the implementation of 

Agri-environment schemes. The responsibilities of the Agri-specialist will be to: 

• Assist in the identification and recruitment of project farms.  

• Liaise with farmers and the Agri-food industry. 

• Design detailed farm plans incorporating appropriate results based measures in consultation 

with participating farmers. 

• Monitor, evaluate and report on farm-based actions. 

Financial Officer 

Julie O’Flaherty (IRD Duhallow) 

The financial officer will manage project financial activity including project bank accounts, tax 

compliance, payments & transactions. She will ensure adherence to Circular 13/2014 and compliance 

with the rules governing public procurement in Ireland and the EU. 

 

 

Figure 2 Management & Reporting structure of the Duhallow Farming for Blue Dot Catchments EIP 
Project 

Board of Directors Chair 

Breda Moynihan Cronin 
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2.1 Steering Group  
 

A steering/technical working group has been established within the operational group. The technical 

working group is integral to the design and delivery of the project. Members of the technical working 

group act in an advisory capacity to the project and assist with the technical implementation of the 

project. They contribute to the monitoring, evaluation and reporting activity of the project. They also 

assist in the production of training material and scientific publications. The technical working group 

receive regular progress updates from, and meet regularly with, IRD Duhallow project personnel.   

 
 

Dr Fran Igoe 

 

Local Authority Water & 

Communities Officer 
 

 

Donal Daly 

 

Catchment Scientist, Formerly 

of the EPA 
 

 

Dr Karen Daly 

Research Officer – Soil and 

Catchment Science Teagasc 
 

 

Dr Mary Kelly-Quinn 

 

School of Biology & 

Environmental Science UCD 

 

 

PJ Phelan 

 

Agri-Advisor 

 

Table 1: Members of the technical working group  

 

2.2 Local Stakeholder Support 
 

At a local level the Duhallow Farming for Blue Dot Catchments Project was supported on the ground 

by representatives from a number of stakeholders who have committed their support. This support 

will include technical support in terms of farming practises, water quality monitoring, Agri-

environment schemes, wildlife and fisheries, Agri-food industry etc. Local stakeholder representatives 

who have pledged their support include Allow Farmers (Participating project farmers), Teagasc 

(Noreen O’Rahilly & Eimear Connery), Duhallow Angling Centre of Excellence (Tom Ankettel), Inland 
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Fisheries Ireland (Andrew Gillespie), National Parks & Wildlife Services (Clare Heardman), Cork Co. Co. 

(Frank O’Flynn), and Local Authority Water Programme (Maeve Ryan). 

2.2.1 Stakeholder Consultation 
 

As part of the management and reporting structure of IRD Duhallow stakeholder involvement 

comprises quarterly meetings with both an agricultural and environmental working group. The 

working groups have members representing a wide range of both private and public organisations 

including: 

• Inland Fisheries 

• Kanturk Angling Club 

• Teagasc 

• Kanturk Mart 

• National Parks & Wildlife Service 

• Kerry County Council 

• Cork County Council 

• IRD Duhallow Board members 

• Local Farmers 

• Local Authorities Water & Communities Officer 

• Irish Farmers Association 

• Irish Creameries Milk Suppliers Association 

• Macra Na Feirme 

• Local Agricultural Advisors 

• Local Bird Watching Group 

  

3. Consultation 
 

A project consultation period was conducted for the Duhallow Farming for Blue Dot Catchment over 

an eight-week period from May 18th 2019 to July 18th 2019 (see Table 2). The aim of the consultation 

period was to establish current attitudes amongst farmers and stakeholders in the river catchment 

towards existing and prospective agricultural environmental schemes and/or programmes, and, to 

determine any issues that existed in the catchment with respect to water quality, loss of biodiversity 

and impacts on climate change. The consultation period had wide ranging approach including farm 

visits, an attitudinal questionnaire, general public meetings and operational/stakeholder meetings. 

Approximately fifty farm visits were carried out in the wider area of the catchment encompassing the 

rivers Allow, Dalua and Owenanare and their tributaries. Frequently Asked questions collated during 

the consultation period are outlined in Appendix III. 

The rational for the farmer consultation/farm visit period is outlined below: 
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• As the potential for dual or double funding with existing agricultural environmental schemes 

was a possibility, the compatibility of certain measures with these existing schemes was 

addressed at ground level. Particularly area based and linear measures in the Green Low 

Carbon Agri-Environmental scheme. There was a need to establish what percentage of the 

overall total of consultation visits were active in GLAS. As part of the project area was also 

designated a Special Protection Area of conservation interest for the Hen Harrier Circus cyanus 

the possibility of dual funding with the Hen Harrier Project EIP on area based payments for 

the measure HNV and wet grassland was also investigated/established.   

• Establish what agricultural enterprises and land use type were present within the project area 

and whether there was a majority or minority of extensive versus intensive agricultural units  

• To establish how much semi-natural habitat was present including High Nature Value 

grassland, wet grassland, wetlands and alluvial/riparian woodlands were present within the 

project area.  

• To identify threats both natural and manufactured to the rivers within the catchment. These 

threats included artificial drains acting as pathways for silt and nutrient run-off, erosion 

resulting in bank destabilisation and siltation, removal of semi natural habitats such as old 

grasslands, woodlands and wetlands, and non-adherence to buffers with respect to the 

application of organic and non-organic fertilisers.   

• Possible measures were discussed at farm level with landowners to establish the practicality 

of whether the implementation of these measures was achievable.  

• Prospective demonstration farms were identified at farm consultation stage. These farms had 

a wide range of measures identified for implementation.  

RIVER TOTAL FARM VISITS 
ALLOW 28 
DALUA 5 

OWENANARE 7 
Owenkeel 2 
Glenlara 2 

 

Table 2: Farm Consultations per eligible rivers within the Allow River Catchment 
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3.1 Programme Design & Development 
 

Critical to the implementation and delivery of the project within its lifetime and, perhaps most 

importantly, to the long-term benefits accruing from the enhancement of local water quality both as 

a human (drinking water) and ecosystem (biodiversity) resource, will be the co-design, monitoring and 

assessment of the project by farmers on the Allow. Farmer buy-in, implementation and delivery of a 

results-based scheme will underpin the project and its success into the future. Measures designed to 

deliver the project’s key aims are designed to make sense to farmers at farm level. However, we also 

envisage the need for flexibility to allow measures to evolve over time based on experience and results 

to better deliver the project’s aims. For that reason, farmer-led input into the project at the 

development and implementation stages as well as dissemination of the results will be most 

important. It is a key aim of the project that the results and lessons learnt can be applied and adapted 

to other catchments.  As part requirement of the Duhallow Farming for Blue Dot Catchments Project 

will be the mandatory self-assessment measure for each participating applicant. This self-assessment 

approach will be based on an adaption of the citizen science approach. 

3.1.2 Farmer Consultation Questionnaire 
 

Consultation was a key aspect of the project design to ensure all stakeholders were incorporated into 

the programme at an early stage. A percentage of farmers consulted at farm visit stage and during the 

course of the public information evenings completed a project consultation questionnaire (Appendix 

II). The questionnaire aimed to capture the opinions of farmers towards a result based approach, 

elements of the ecology of freshwater ecosystems and modern agricultural systems and 

demographics.   

The questionnaire consisted of 16 questions covering three distinct topics including (i) freshwater 

ecology, knowledge of the environment and Allow river catchments, (ii) Demographics of agriculture 

in the Allow river catchment and (iii) interpretation of current Agri-environmental schemes and the 

outlook for a results based approach to Agri-environmental schemes. In total 29 questionnaires were 

completed and returned to the project team. The results of the farmer consultation questionnaire are 

shown in Appendix I.   

3.2 Demonstration Farms 
 

The project established the first demonstration farm located adjacent to the river Owenanare in July 

2019.  Additional demonstration farms were identified in late 2019 on the rivers Allow and Dalua. An 



Annual Report 2019      Duhallow Farming for Blue Dot Catchments EIP Project February 2020 

12 | P a g e  
 

additional Duhallow Blue Dot Contractor farm has been identified for knowledge transfer and 

applicant training in nutrient management and low emission slurry-spreading techniques.  The overall 

objective of the EIP demo farms was to establish a network of integrated measures funded through 

the project, which will be monitored to determine effectiveness of this approach. These farms will 

provide the focus for knowledge exchange discussions, testing of bespoke measures to address silt 

loss/sedimentation and nutrient loss through pathway interception and changes in work practices, 

integration of measures and feedback to the wider farming community.  

 

3.4 Project Launch 
 

The project was officially launched on 20th of August 2019 at IRD Duhallow, James of Keeffe Institute, 

Newmarket, Co. Cork. The launch was attended by over 70 people, primarily local farmers, and a 

variety of other stakeholders including DAFM, IFI, LAWPRO, Teagasc, NRN, Cork Co. Co., NBDC, other 

EIP programmes and the local Agri-food industry. Guest speakers at the event included Margaret 

Murray (DAFM) and Dr Maura Farrell (NRN). 

 

Figure 3 Duhallow Farming for Blue Dot Catchments EIP Project Launch 2oth August 2019 

4. Public Meetings 
 

In the spring of 2019 IRD Duhallow conducted community meetings in six communities throughout 

the catchment. These community meetings were held in local community centres and were used as 

platforms to inform the public of the EIP. Communities were invited to spread the word and those 
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farming in the catchment were invited to participate in the consultation process. An additional four 

more public meetings were scheduled amongst the communities in the autumn of 2019 (see Table 3).  

Date Meeting Venue Total Attendees 

7th October 2019 James O’Keeffe Institute, 
Newmarket 

22 

30th September 2019 
 

Taur/Glash Community Centre 12 

23rd September 2019 
 

Freemount Community Centre 19 

16th September 2109 
 

Meelin Community Centre 6 

Table 3: Duhallow Farming for Blue Dot Catchments Project Information meeting 

5. Participant Recruitment  
 

The Duhallow Farming for Blue Dot Catchments Project opened its call for submission of Expression 

of Interests (EOI’s) in July 2019. The deadline for receipt of EOI’s was December 2019. During this 

period the project team received 86 EOI’s (see Table 4). On receipt of these EOI’s perspective project 

participants were reviewed on the Department of Agriculture, Food & the Marine GLAM mapping 

system.  

Applicants were deemed unsuccessful for the following reasons: 

• Applicant with no land parcels contagious to a high status objective river or tributary of a river 

within the Allow Catchment. 

• Applicants with no active herd number, an end-dated herd number or an expired herd 

number. 

• A severe breach of Nitrates Regulation SI 12/2014 (amended 2018), Cross Compliance, or 

GAEC.  

River Expression Of Interest Forms Submitted 

Allow 46 

Dalua 10 

Owenanare 13 

Glenlara 4 

Owenkeel 7 

Glashwee 2 

N/A 4 
Table 4:  Expression of Interest Forms Submitted in the Allow River Catchment 
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5.1 Online Mapping System 
 

The Duhallow Farming for Blue Dot Catchments project utilised the Department of Agriculture, Food 

& the Marine GLAM mapping system to determine perspective applicants’ eligibility for the project. 

The online mapping system was used to cross check individual applicants participation in compatible 

Agri-Environemntal schemes such as the Green Low Carbon Agri-Environmental Scheme. Post farm 

survey project measures were mapped and farm plans prepared with the GLAM online system for 

project applicants.  

 

 

Figure 4 Department of Agriculture, Food & the Marine GLAM mapping system source: DAFM 

 

Figure 5 Department of Agriculture, Food & the Marine GLAM online system depicting the Blackwater Special 
Area of Conservation source: DAFM 
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6. Monitoring 
Environmental monitoring during the first year of the project focused on developing a robust baseline 

dataset of farm habitats, issues of concern, at risk drains from nitrates breaches and watercourses. At 

both the consultation farm visits and EIP farm plan visit a detailed map of the holding was drafted 

depicting the source, pathway receptor model of nutrient run-off to watercourses.  

 

     

Figure 6 Clockwise from left habitats recorded at baseline monitoring phase: Wetland, Species Rich Grassland, 
Vegetated In-Drain Buffer & Grass Buffer Margin source: Michael Morrissey 

7. Baseline Farm Surveys 
 

The project team conducted baseline farms surveys as part of the consultation period at project design 

and implementation phase. These included mapping of hydrological features, flora and fauna surveys 

and stakeholder attitudinal surveys.  

8. Publications & Documentations 
 

The Duhallow Farming for Blue Dot Catchments Project have produced an extensive list of 

publications and documentations including: 
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• General Information Leaflet 

• Project Terms & Conditions 

• Expression Of Interest Form 

• Public Information Meeting Poster 

• Project Launch Poster 

• EIP-Agri Project Flyers 

• EIP-Agri Project Banner Stand 

• IRD Duhallow Newsletter Article Monthly 

• Discover Duhallow Local Community News Article Monthly 

• IRD Duhallow Annual Report 2019 

 

Figure 7 Duhallow Farming for Blue Dot Catchment’s Expression of Interest Form 

9. Publicity  
 

The public consultation process has been complimented with an intensive information dissemination 

campaign. A webpage for the project has been established on the IRD Duhallow website and Twitter 

account for the project has also been created and currently has 152 followers. Fliers advertising the 

project and containing an expression of interest form have been widely distributed in the community. 

IRD Duhallow also issues a monthly newsletter to some 15,000 homes in the Duhallow region. The 

project has also appeared three times in the NRN Newsletter. Articles on the project have been 
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published in two newspapers (Irish Examiner, December 2018 and the Corkman, August 2019). The 

project has regularly featured on local radio including: “Farm Talk” with John O’Connor on C103 x 4 

Episodes, Round the Fireside with Jimmy Reidy on C103 x 1 Episodes and the Saturday Supplement 

with Frank Lewis on Radio Kerry x 1 Episode.  

Following a Press Release in December 2018, the Irish Examiner carried an article on the project. The 

project has also appeared on local radio a number of times. Including “Farm Talk” with John O’Connor 

on C103 x 4 Episodes, Round the Fireside with Jimmy Reidy on C103 x 1 Episodes and the Saturday 

Supplement with Frank Lewis on Radio Kerry x 1 Episode. The Corkman newspaper carried an article 

on the project in August 2019, following the launch of the project. 

In April 2018 IRD Duhallow conducted community meetings in six communities throughout the 

catchment. These community meetings were used as platforms to inform the public of the EIP and 

those farming in the catchment were invited to participate in the consultation process. Four more 

public meetings are scheduled amongst the communities over the coming weeks. The project has 

attended workshops (x4) run by Teagasc and contributed to a riverside training event organised by 

Agricultural Sustainability Support and Advisory Programme (ASSAP) for farmers in the catchment. We 

also had a stand at the Teagasc National Dairy Open Day held at Moorepark and attended the Irish 

Holstein Friesian Association show which was held within the catchment. 

The project has assisted St. Colemans, Boys National School in Kanturk in developing their ESB Science 

Blast Project entitled “How Healthy is Our Local River?” The project visited the school and delivered 

both a classroom and field based workshop on river ecology. Two students from Coláiste Threasa, 

Kanturk are currently completing research on the biodiversity benefits of willow planting to restabilise 

riverbanks, as part of their BT Young Scientist project. Supported by the project team the students are 

conducting research on farms throughout the catchment. 

The Annual Meeting of Irish Freshwater Scientists took place in March 2019 at DkIT. Darren Reidy 

attended and gave a presentation on the project at the event. In March 2019 over 20 members of the 

Local Authority Water Programme team attended two days of training on community based water 

projects in high status catchments at IRD Duhallow, during which they learned about the undertaking 

the EIP project. Project staff have also attended two other conferences on High Status catchment 

management. 
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9.1 Public & Outreach Events 
 

• Teagasc Options Course – Doneraille Country Park Hotel 5th December 2019 

• IRD Duhallow, AIB & FDC Agri-Business Event – James O’ Keeffe Institute, Newmarket - 11th 

November 2019 

• Raptor Life Conference – IRD Duhallow, James O’Keeffe Institute, Newmarket – 8th 

November 2019 

• Burren Winterage EIP-Agri Event – Lisdoonvarna 24th-25th October 2019 

• Bride EIP-Agri Project Visit – Castlelyons – 11th October 2019 

• Mulkear EIP-Agri Project Launch – Oola -  7th October 2019 

• Department of Agriculture, Food & the Marine EIP-Agri Stand – National Ploughing 

Championships, Fenagh – 19th September 2019 

• Forest Connections Project – Lyreacrompane, Listowel – 22nd August 2019 

• Teagasc Moorepark Open Day – Fermoy – 3rd July 2019 

• Irish Holstein Freshian Association Open Day – Knockwillin, Freemount – 27th June 2019 

• South West Water framework Committee LAWPro – Killarney – 12th June 2019 

• EIP-Agri Ireland’s Operational Groups Booklet Launch – Agriculture House, Dublin – 16th April 

2019 

 

Figure 8 EIP-Agri Ireland's Operational Groups Booklet Launch Agriculture House, Dublin 
16/04/2019 
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9.2 Website & Social Media 
 

• www.irdduhallow.com 

• @irdduhallow    

•  @duhallowbluedot 

 

10. Project Review & Milestones 2020 
 

Objective 1: Complete Farm Surveys by April 2020 for approximately 86 applicants 

Objective 2: Confirm the three project demonstration farms and one Duhallow Farming for 

Blue Dot EIP project contractor. The Demonstration farms will be located on each of the rivers 

Allow, Dalua and Owenanare within the catchment.  

Objective 3: Finalise selection of applicants post completion of farm surveys. 

Objective 4: Complete project plan Quality Control May – June 2020 

Objective 5: Complete a project review in the period May to June 2020 with measure 

scorecards finalised pre measure verification stage. 

Objective 6: Commence farm measure implementation follow up visits where requested from 

May – September 

Objective 7: Finalise the project self-assessment method for the project applicants for roll out 

in 2021 

Objective 8: Commencement of measure verification and applicant payments July – 

December 2020 

Objective 9: Identify and develop the applicant-training system for roll out late 2020/early 

2021. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.irdduhallow.com/
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Appendix I:  
 

 

Figure 9 Participants consulted per river in the Allow Catchment 

 

 

Figure 10 Percentage of full-time and Part-time farmers consulted farming in the catchment 

 

 

 

Allow
63%

Dalua
10%

Owenanre
7%

Other
10%

Don't Know
10%

PARTICIPANT PER RIVER

71%

29%

FULL/PART TIME FARMER

Full Time Part Time



Annual Report 2019      Duhallow Farming for Blue Dot Catchments EIP Project February 2020 

21 | P a g e  
 

 

Figure 11 Age range of Consulted farmers in the Allow Catchment 

 

 

Figure 12 Farm enterprises of consulted farmers in the Allow Catchment 
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Figure 13 Consulted farmers awareness of IRD Duhallow programmes 

 

 

Figure 14 Consulted participants attitudes towards results based payment scheme 
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List five words to describe farming in your catchment 

 

 Lovely Way of Life Keeps people in the Area Tough 

   

 Summer Farming                                                        Intensive Enjoyable 

 

 Wet/Cold   

Green Heavy Average Dairy & Beef 

 

 Good Dairy Efficient well managed 

Wood Dairy Community Mixed, Dry, Dairy 

 

 Reclaimed Peace meal/Casual 

  Active Beef/Suckler 

Forested  

  Attached/Home 

 Non-Profitable Sustainable 

Economically Viable  

 Way of Life  Flooding Rural 

 

Challenging Cattle System & Forestry 

 Environmentally Friendly 

 Difficult 

Progressive Weather Prevailing 

 Getting Harder 

 Ragwort  

Environment Protection Fair 

 Rushes Low Output 

Figure 15 Please list five words to describe farming in your catchment 
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Figure 16 Good Water Quality and diversity of wildlife is important to me! 
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Figure 17 When I hear high status water quality what do I think? 
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Figure 18 What measures or actions would I like to see in the EIP project? 
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Figure 19 Where did you hear about the Duhallow Farming for Blue Dot Catchments EIP 
Project? 
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Figure 20 What issues are you aware of in the catchment? 
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Figure 21 Please select the Agricultural Schemes you are an applicant in! 

 

Figure 22 In your opinion are results based measures compatible with other Agri-
Environmental Schemes 
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Figure 23 Are you aware of the Natura 2000 Network 

 

 

Figure 24 What is your farm-stocking rate? 
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Appendix II Duhallow Farming for Blue Dot Catchments EIP 

Consultation Questionnaire 

 

Figure 25 Duhallow Farming for Blue Catchments EIP Project Consultation Questionnaire 
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Appendix III Frequently Asked Questions 
 

Q. What is the Duhallow Farming for Blue Dot Catchments Project?  

A. The Duhallow Farming for Blue Dot Catchments Project is an European Innovation Partnership funded project 

under the rural Development Plan 2014-2020. The project will run from 2019-2023 with funding available for 

farmers/participants to implement measures to maintain, enhance and restore the high status quality of rivers 

within the catchment including the rivers Allow, Owenanare and Dalua and their tributaries.  

Q. How do I apply to participate in the project? What is the duration of the project? 

A. Participants can apply for the project by submitting an expression of interest form to the Duhallow Farming 

for Blue Dot Catchment project team. 

Q. How many applicants will be accepted into the Project? 

A. As funding is limited the project aims to have a minimum of 70 participants contracted over the duration of 

the project. Participants will be taken into the project over a phased period from 2019 to 2023.  

Q. If work is required annually before payment is issued on measures such as silt traps/silt curtains/willow 

planting can this maintenance work be carried out by IRD Duhallow or a third party? 

A. Implementation, establishment and maintenance of the measures will be the responsibility of the project 

participant. There will be an initial cost for the participant for certain measures, however, the funding over the 

project lifespan will factor in establishment and implementation costs. 

Q. What is the average payment the Project will pay for measures or actions? Is the project viable for me to 

join? How much is the project worth to me if I were to be selected as a participant?  

A. The average payment for participants dependent on the inherent environmental assets present could be on 

average between 1000 – 1800 euros per participant. Not all applicants will have the inherent environmental 

assets present to meet this average. Environmental assets and/or measures selected will be scored and a ranking 

system will be used to select participants. 

Q. Could low emission slurry spreading be seen as a contradiction in respect to environmental benefit 

considering the size of the equipment required to spread the slurry as more diesel used. 

A. Low emission slurry spreading technology has beneficial advantages such as a reduction of GHG emissions, 

increased window for the application of the slurry, less run-off and a reduction in tainting of the sward. 

Q. Will planting of Willow on the river bank result in scrub encroachment and land abandonment? 

A. The planting of willow on the river bank will stabilize the bank and prevent erosion. Eroding river banks will 

result in loss of land and over claims on the Basic Payment Scheme. A stable river bank will result in land 

retention in riparian zones. 
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Q. If I commit to a grazed buffer strip will the payment from the measure match/equate to what I am earning 

from my agricultural enterprise for the same area?  

A. The payment for grass buffer margins will be paid per meter and scored for payment verification purposes on 

species composition, state of the fence line and the presence of negative indicators as outlined in the 

specifications. The project intends to be compatible with current agricultural practices and not to replace current 

monetary income.  

Q. What implications/ramifications will ploughing of permanent pasture have if I were to join the project? 

A. If a parcel is selected for the species rich grassland, wet grassland or the semi-natural grassland enhancement 

measure than ploughing of these plots will not be permitted during the contract duration. Ploughing of land if 

in an SAC may be an activity requiring. Ploughing of parcels adjacent to a water body or watercourse must adhere 

to the requirements of cross compliance and GAEC.  

Q. What constitutes an Environmental asset or an area of conservational value? 

A. An environmental asset may be a watercourse, waterbody, HNV grassland, wetland or an existing artificially 

created habitat. At farm plan design phase once expression of interest forms have been received by the project 

team farm visits will commence to determine the conservational value of farms within the project area.  

Q. If selected as a participant for the Project will my farm/lands be subject to Department of Agriculture 

inspections? 

A. The Department of Agriculture, Food and the Marine (DAFM) as part requirement of the project will audit the 

Duhallow Farming for Blue Catchment Project team. This audit can include both administrative and/or farm 

visits. 

Q. If I am a participant in GLAS can payment be drawn down on compatible measures in both 

schemes/projects?  

A. After the expression of interest forms have been returned to the project team double funding issues for 

certain measures will be cross checked with DAFM. For certain measures there will be a reduction if these 

measures have either wholly or partially have been selected in GLAS. In some cases the project may give a top 

up on compatible measures between GLAS and the project. 

Q. If I decide to discontinue with a measure will all monies have to be repaid? 

A. Each farm plan will go through a payment verification stage to determine if measures have been completed. 

Where a measure is discontinued no payment will be furnished to the participant. As this is a results based 

scheme the participant will be paid on outcome or results of each specific measure.  
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Q. If I select a measure for the project on rented land will there be a claw back on monies paid if this land is 

lost as rented ground? 

A. Rented land declared on the Basic Payment Scheme is eligible. If this land is subsequently lost monies received 

by the participant/renter/lessee will not have to be repaid. If rented/leased land returns to the owner the project 

team can facilitate continued participation in the project via a new contract between the owner and the project 

team.  

Q. I have a woodland/scrub area deemed ineligible on the Basic Payment Scheme. Will the project pay for the 

retention of this habitat? 

A. The project will pay on woodland/scrub. However, the quality of the woodland/scrub will be scored by the 

project team on environmental and conservational value.  

Q. Will there be ramifications if I open /clean drains on my land in plots contiguous to water bodies within 

the catchment? 

A. Drain’s cannot be opened directly into a River or main channel. The project team will provide a best practice 

guidance document for drainage works on lands adjacent to SAC Rivers and their tributaries.  

Q. If the river is causing erosion to the river bank can I re-enforce the bank with rock armour or will the project 

carry out the bank restoration work. 

A. The altering of the course of a river or works on a main river channel or tributary is not permitted without 

prior consent. The project will not be carrying out restoration work such as installation of rock armour. For 

further information on these type of works consult the IFI. 

Q. Will I have to employ an agricultural advisor to prepare the project plan? 

A. The Duhallow Farming for Blue Dot Catchments Project Team will prepare the Project farm plan. There will 

be no requirement to employ a private Agricultural consultant. 

Q. If land(s) are included in the project plan will I be prevented from leasing that land in the future? 

A. If land is declared on the Basic Payment Scheme and has measures attached to it on the project plan the 

participant can subsequently lease or rent these lands after consultation with the project team. The project team 

can review the contract or issue a new contract and farm plan to the subsequent lessee or renter of the lands.  

Q. If a plan is prepared for the project can I amend that plan before the end of the contract? 

A. All plans can be amended throughout the duration of the contract. As this is a pilot project measures will/can 

be adapted to suit changes on the ground at farm level.  
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Q. If a new Agri-environmental scheme was rolled out during the project contract what are the ramifications 

for my farm? Will the project be compatible with any future schemes? 

A. The project is fully compatible with existing schemes such as GLAS. The project will be fully compatible with 

future Agri-environmental schemes. Compatible measures should they arise will be subject to non-dual payment 

or double funding as per GLAS and TAMS.  

Q. What is the minimum annual payment amount in the project for measures? 

A. At present there is no minimum payment amount for participants. If an inherent environmental asset is 

identified at farm level after an expression of interest form is received by the project team a farm plan will be 

developed for the prospective participant.  

Q. Is there a minimum amount of measures I can select if my application is successful in the project? 

A. The core requirement for participation in the project is to attend knowledge transfer/training events along 

with at least two options selected from the Habitat Retention, Nutrient Management, Buffer and Biodiversity 

measures.  

Q. I have woodland on my holding, will it qualify for payment in the project? 

A. The project will pay on woodland through the retention of alluvial and/or native woodland. The woodland 

will be scored via a scorecard developed by the project team. A minimum score must be achieved to validate 

the measure for payment. Scoring will typically be assessed by the presence of alluvial woodland and/or native 

woodland species. A maximum payable area will be determined by the project team.  

Q. Can a farmer currently in derogation apply for the project? 

A. Derogation farmers can apply for participation in the project. There will be no restriction on the measures 

which can be selected, however, Derogation farmers participating in GLAS cannot draw down dual funding for 

compatible measures. 

Q. Will a discharge license be required if I choose the option Reed bed establishment or creation/retention of 

a wetland? 

A. The measures Reed bed establishment and wetland creation will be sediment management measures in 

existing drains. Point source pollution from farmyards or silage bale storage cannot be managed through these 

measures as a discharge license will be required. Any issues with point source pollution or run-off from 

farmyards must be addressed at farm level under the requirements of cross compliance and nitrates.  

Q. Will there be a floodplain payment measure in the project? 

A. Species rich grassland, wet grassland and grassland with a reduced fertilizer input will be paid on as measures. 

Habitats will be scored via scorecards developed by the project team. Grasslands with an inherent environmental 
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value can be selected for this measure. If these grasslands occur in as floodplain then they can be selected and 

scored on.  

Q. Can I apply for the scheme if I haves drains running through my land which subsequently enter one of the 

tributaries or rivers in the catchment? 

A. Applicants will be selected on inherent environmental assets present and will be ranked accordingly. 

Applicants without lands contiguous to the rivers Allow, Owenanare and Dalua and their tributaries can submit 

an expression of interest form, however, participation in the project will be limited to applicants with land 

parcels contiguous to one of the watercourses listed above and their tributaries.  

Q. Can I select the watercourse protection measure if my holding is an equine only holding? 

A. The watercourse protection measure can be selected on equine only holdings. The objective of the project is 

to restore, maintain and enhance the water quality of the rivers within the catchment.  

Q. Existing Agri-Environmental Schemes are very restrictive with respect to broadcast spraying of pesticides. 

Will the Duhallow Farming EIP have the same restrictions?  

A. The application of pesticides via boom sprayer in certain measures will not be permitted. If selected in the 

scheme the project farm plan will set out in detail restrictions if applicable with respect to pesticide use. All 

buffer zones must be adhered to under cross compliance with respect to application of pesticides irrespective 

of participation in the Duhallow Farming EIP. 

Q. If I have selected the measure species rich grassland/wet grassland and subsequently join the native 

woodland scheme/agro forestry scheme what are the ramifications for my participation in the Duhallow 

Farming EIP? 

A. As dual or double funding is not permitted the measures Species rich and wet grassland cannot be paid on 

when in a forestry or native woodland. 

Q. If my land is designated a Special Area of Conservation will I have priority entry into the project? 

A. Once an expression of interest form has been submitted all applicants will be ranked based on the presence 

of an inherent environmental asset(s). Once one land parcel is contiguous to the watercourses or tributaries of 

the Allow, Owenanare or Dalua applicants will be considered.  

Q. Will the Duhallow Farming EIP project team be carrying out farm inspections or cross reporting if I accept 

my Project contract? 

A. The project will not carry out inspections of holdings in the project. Farm visits will be carried out to develop 

the farm plans and for subsequent payment verifications. The project team will not be cross reporting to any 

external body.  
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Q. What will be the outcome if bovines are present in the watercourse at payment verification stage? 

A. As applicants will be paid to erect or maintain a watercourse protection fence line if livestock are present in 

the watercourse payment cannot be validated until such a time as the watercourse has a stock proof fence line.  

Q. Will the project have any measure or action to cover protected UREA? 

A. The use and/or type of fertilizer used by project participants must solely be a choice by the farmer based on 

his/her nutrient management plan or advice from a qualified individual based on soil sample results.   

Q. Will the project have a measure/payment to install culverts for river crossings? 

A. The project cannot pay for measures such as culverts or river crossings due to logistics such as planning 

requirements and consent from the Local Authority and/or IFI. If a participant wants to carry out works on a 

watercourse he/she must first seek permission from the relevant bodies.  

Q. What will the requirements be for a pilot/demonstration farm in the project? 

A. Pilot or demonstration farms in the Project will select a number of measures to provide an overall template 

of what the project aims to achieve in identifying and addressing sediment runoff from farms via the source-

pathway-receptor model. These demonstration or pilot farms will be used for knowledge exchange, discussion 

groups and training workshops for project participants and relevant stakeholders.  

Q. Can tillage farmers submit an expression of interest form to the project? 

A. Tillage farmers can apply to the scheme once they have at least one land parcel contiguous to the rivers Allow, 

Owenanare or Dalua and their tributaries. However, the watercourse protection measure can only be selected 

if livestock are present on the holding.  

Q. If I fail to complete a measure on the project farm plan what will be the ramifications for my participation 

in the scheme? 

A. Failure to complete or continue with a measure will result in non-verification of completed action or measure 

at payment claim stage and non-payment for the measure. Once the measure is completed payment will be 

validated through farm visit verification.  

Q. Will planning permission be required within the Special Area of Conservation to place a land crossing over 

a stream or tributary? 

A. Planning permission is required for any major works in or adjacent to a watercourse within the Special Area 

of Conservation. If a participant is considering works within the SAC Rivers the project team must first be 

contacted prior to works commencing to determine if planning permission is required.  
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Q. Will a valid Nutrient Management Plan be required for participation in the Project? 

A. A valid up to date nutrient management plan increases sward productivity, financial viability of the holding 

and prevents nutrient runoff and leaching as a result of excessive nutrient application to swards which are high 

in nutrients such as phosphorous. As a part requirement of the project a valid up to date Nutrient Management 

Plan (NMP) will be required. A valid NMP will benefit the participant in respect of the whole farm assessment at 

measure verification stage.  

Q. Will participants be required to keep receipts for input costs for completed measures in the project? 

A. The participant upon completion of certain measures may be required to keep receipts for input costs or work 

carried out to validate payment for the measure. The project farm plan will outline in detail the requirements 

for the participant.  

Q. Will participants be required to complete records similar to past Agricultural Environmental Schemes such 

as GLAS and AEOS? 

A. The project participants will be required to carry out mandatory self-assessment for the project in years 

specified by the project team.   

Q. Will the project cover the input costs for participants for measures in the farm plan? 

A. The project will pay on measures over the duration of the contract once payment validation is confirmed. 

Initial input costs and/or the cost of contractors employed by the participant are at the cost of the participants. 

However, these costs are factored into the overall payment for measures. Payment received by the participants 

over the duration of the project more than offset the initial cost of establishment or payment of contractors.  

Notes: 

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________

___________________________________________________________________________ 
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